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STAY CONNECTED
We send out a weekly e-newsletter about 
programs, services, resources, and events!  
Stay up-to-date with all things Gateway DSA 
and sign up today!

Hello friends and family!

Happy New Year! 2026 is a HUGE and important year for the Association. This year, we celebrate our 
50th anniversary, launch our new brand, name and logo, and we will host our 50th anniversary gala. 
Thank you to everyone who has made 50 years of the DSA possible. 
As you can see on the cover and inside this newsletter, the team at DSA and our talented graphic 
designer, Julie Fasbender Voss, worked diligently to develop a new name and logo that better 
reflects the organization’s size, mission and geographic reach. As we have done from the beginning, 
we built this new brand identity with feedback from those we serve. We are so excited to finally 
transition to the Gateway Down Syndrome Association! 
Though we have a new name and logo, our mission remains steadfast. We serve, support, and 
celebrate the lives of individuals with Down syndrome and their families through every stage of life. 
New name. Same heart.
We are forever indebted to the original founding members of the DSA and those who have 
advocated tirelessly for a better life for themselves and for their children with Down syndrome. We 
stand on the shoulders of giants. 
It is my great honor to celebrate 10 years as Executive Director of this fantastic organization. We 
are now one of the largest DSAs in the country and we have no plans of staying stagnant. We will 
continue to advance our mission through four strategic pillars – advancement of inclusive education, 
transformation of healthcare, empowerment of lifelong independence, and expanded reach to 
underserved communities. 
We cannot continue to improve, advance, and innovate without your help! We hope you get involved 
in 2026 through volunteering, serving on a committee, donating, attending an event, lending your 
expertise, and helping us make important connections in the community. 
We are so excited to launch into the next 50 years as the Gateway Down Syndrome Association! As 
always, if you have any thoughts, questions, concerns or ideas for our organization or if you’d like to 
get involved, never hesitate to reach out to me at erin@gatewaydsa.org. 
Sincerely,

Erin Suelmann
Executive Director

We share information about events, programs, 
news, and resources, as well as community 
stories and celebrations on Facebook, 
Instagram, and YouTube!  Follow along to learn 
more about what’s happening and share your 
photos and stories with us!
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To serve, support, and celebrate 
individuals with Down syndrome 
and their families, through every 
stage of life.

OUR MISSION

For an inclusive community 
where all people with Down 
syndrome can achieve their full 
potential.
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DSA50Years of

As we celebrate our 50th anniversary, 
we are thrilled to mark this milestone 
with the launch of a new name and 
logo.  This refreshed visual identity 
honors our history, while positioning 
us for an even brighter future. 
 
We want to assure our community 
members that this momentous 
decision was not hastily made. 
Throughout 2025, the organization 
engaged in meaningful conversations 
with families, self-advocates, 
supporters, staff, and community 
partners regarding the brand refresh. 
Through surveys, listening sessions, 
staff and board meetings, one 
message consistently came through: 
our organization has grown far 
beyond its original footprint, and our 
identity should reflect that growth. 
 
Our new name - Gateway Down 
Syndrome Association - more 
accurately represents the broad 
and diverse region we serve across 
Eastern Missouri and Southern Illinois. 
It also acknowledges our role as a 
welcoming gateway to information, 
support, and community connection 

for people with Down syndrome and 
their families. 
 
With a nod to our original mark, the 
sun and arch elements honor our 
50-year legacy in the St. Louis region. 
The added river imagery symbolizes 
our widening reach and the many 
pathways of support, opportunity, 
and belonging that flow through our 
organization. The overall design is 
professional and polished, yet still 
warm, playful, and approachable, just 
like our community. 
 
While our look is evolving, our 
mission remains the same. We are 
as dedicated as ever to providing 
lifelong support, empowering 
self-advocates and families, 
strengthening communities, and 
promoting inclusion in every corner of 
the region we serve. 
 
We cannot wait to share this new 
chapter with you. Thank you for 
being part of our journey in the past, 
present, and future.

Celebrating a 50 year legacy of love, 
and a future without limits!

Articles of Incorporation
Down Syndrome Association of St. Louis 
became official on June 7, 1976 with the 
signing of the Articles of Incorporation

Hosted National Conferene
The organization had a memebership list of 
over 300 families and was the host of the 

National Down Syndrome Congress Convention

First Awareness Walk
DSA hosts first Buddy Walk to raisie awareness 

and funds for the organizaiton. By 2010, the walk 
is renamed Step up for Down Syndrome.

First Employee
A young woman with Down syndrome was hired 

in 2001 as the first paid employee.  The first 
Executive Director was hired the following year.

50th Anniversary
The organization celebrates a 50 year legacy 

of love!  To celebrate, the organization debuts a 
new logo and new name - 

Gateway Down Syndrome Association.  

Down Syndrome Center
DSA collaborates with St. Louis Children’s Hospital 
to open the Down Syndrome Center.  In addition, 

2005 marks the first Educators Conference.

Programs for All Ages
By 2018, DSA is offering programs for individuals 
with Down syndrome of all ages including Small 

Steps Therapy Program, Ready2Work Employment 
Program, and the Rock 21 Music Program.

New Headquarters
The organization moved to it’s largest 
headquarters featuring a welcoming 

lobby and community space for hundreds 
of members.



RESOURCE CORNER

2025 Was a Year of Growth for
Southeast Missouri Programs & Services!

What’s What’s 
Happening Happening 

in SEMO...in SEMO...

Save the Date for Exciting Events & Programs!

Not only did the programs and events in Southeast Missouri grow this year, so did the staff!  
Another team member, Katelyn Ludwig, was hired to work alongside Programs & Services 
Coordinator, Maria Marzuco. Together, Katelyn and Maria:
•	 Took Small Steps Therapy Program from once monthly to twice monthly
•	 Planned several family events like the DSA Fashion Show and DSA Night with the Cape Catfish
•	 Held a weekly Pickleball program in partnership with Buddy Up for Life and the Pickleball 

Factory
•	 Hosted a record-setting SEMO Step Up for Down Syndrome at Capaha Park
•	 And collaborated with the Heartland Community Group on a Halloween Monster Mash and a 

Polar Express Holiday Party
2025 was an exciting year and it’s only getting better.  Several families and community members 
from the Southeast Missouri region participated in our feedback sessions during the planning 
stages of the brand refresh.  One of the major takeaways was ensuring our new branding was 
regionally inclusive.  With that in mind, the organization is excited to debut our new name and 
brand - Gateway Down Syndrome Association - and the addition of a Southeast Missouri Chapter 
logo! 
Our hope is that with these new brand elements, families from throughout our service area feel 
included in our organization.  Keep an eye out for this logo on future flyers and invitations as a way 
to signal where the program or event is taking place!  And please don’t hesitate to reach out with 
any questions or feedback.  We would love to hear from you! 
Maria@gatewaydsa.org & Katelyn@gatewaydsa.org

SEMO Trivia Night - February 28th from 6pm-9pm at Brase Arena in Cape Girardeau
SEMO Fashion Show - March 21st from 6pm-8:30pm at Roost in Cape Girardeau
SEMO Small Steps Therapeutic Play Program - Every 2nd & 4th Thursday starting January 22nd from 
5-7:30pm at The Osage Center in Cape Girardeau
Buddy Up Pickleball - Weekly at the Pickleball Factory in Cape Girardeau - Dates and Times TBD
Behavior Basics Workshop for Parents & Caregivers - Details Coming Soon
SEMO Parents Night Out - Details Coming Soon

Learn more about these events & programs at gatewaydsa.org/southeast-missouri

Educational institutions

Employers

Faith-based organizations

First responders

Healthcare providers

Libraries

Parent groups

And many more!

Community Outreach 
Collaborative

Connecting Communities, Expanding Access

The Community Outreach Collaborative aims to 
increase access to services, break down barriers, 
and reduce disparities for people with 
intellectual and developmental disabilities (I/DD).

Who Can Benefit?

Three agencies,  
one collaborative mission. 

Interested in learning more? Reach out to any of us!

How We Support Your Work 

Invite us to join your 
community event as a vendor or speaker.

 We tailor sessions to 

 
a more connected, inclusive community.

Funded by The Productive Living Board for St. Louis 
County Citizens with Developmental Disabilities

Visit 
IDDResourceGuide.org 
or scan the QR code to 

learn more!

Phone
(314) 961-2504

Email
linda@dsagsl.org

Phone
(314) 394-7100

Email
info@esmw.org

Phone
(314) 845-3900

Email
outreach@sunnyhillinc.org



Save The Date
FOR PARENTS & CAREGIVERS
Conversations About Regression
Monthly on the 3rd Friday | 10am-12pm
Gateway DSA Headquarters & on Zoom
gatewaydsa.org/support-groups

Alzheimer’s & Dementia Support Group
Monthly on the 2nd Thursday | 6:30-7:30pm
Gateway DSA Headquarters & on Zoom
gatewaydsa.org/support-groups

Lunch & Learn Workshops
Monthly on the 3rd Tuesday | 12-1pm
On Zoom
gatewaydsa.org/workshops

SEMO Parents Night Out 
Dates and Details Coming Soon
gatewaydsa.org/southeast-missouri

SEMO Behavior Basics Workshop 
Dates and Details Coming Soon
gatewaydsa.org/southeast-missouri

SEMO Heartland Community Group
Monthly on the 2nd Saturday | 10am-12pm
Cape Girardeau Library
gatewaydsa.org/southeast-missouri

FAMILY EVENTS
St. Louis Trivia Night
Saturday, February 21st | 6-9pm
The Factory in Chesterfield
gatewaydsa.org/trivia

SEMO Trivia Night
Saturday, February 28th | 6-9pm
AC Brase Arena in Cape Girardeau
gatewaydsa.org/southeast-missouri

SEMO Fashion Show
Saturday, March 21st | 6-8:30pm
Roost in Cape Girardeau
gatewaydsa.org/southeast-missouri

World Down Syndrome Day
Saturday, March 21st
Celebration Details Coming Soon!
gatewaydsa.org/awareness

Step Up for Down Syndrome
Sunday, June 7th | 9am-12:30pm
Upper Muny Parking Lot in Forest Park
gatewaydsa.org/step-up

PROGRAMS
St. Louis Small Steps
Monthly on the 3rd Thursday | 5:30-7pm
Gateway DSA Headquarters
gatewaydsa.org/early-childhood

Illinois Small Steps
Feb 11th, April 8th, and May 13th | 5:30-7pm
Collinsville Activity Center
gatewaydsa.org/early-childhood

SEMO Small Steps
Monthly on the 2nd & 4th Thursday | 5:30-7pm
The Osage Center in Cape Girardeau
gatewaydsa.org/southeast-missouri

SEMO Buddy Up Pickleball Spring Session
Dates and Details Coming Soon
The Pickleball Factory in Cape Girardeau
gatewaydsa.org/southeast-missouri

St. Louis Buddy Up Fitness Spring Session
Dates and Details Coming Soon
Gateway DSA Headquarters
gatewaydsa.org/teens-adults

Lifelong Learning
Weekly on Tuesdays 1/13-2/24 | 10am-1pm
Gateway DSA Headquarters
gatewaydsa.org/teens-adults

Improv, Let’s Talk, & Bingo
Weekly on Wednesdays
Virtual Programs on Zoom
gatewaydsa.org/teens-adults

Fusion Friday
Weekly on Fridays | 9:30am-1pm
Gateway DSA Headquarters
gatewaydsa.org/teens-adults

SOCIAL ACTIVITIES
St. Louis Teen Socials
Saturday, February 14th & May 9th | 1-3pm
Gateway DSA Headquarters
gatewaydsa.org/social-activities

St. Charles Teen Social
Friday, March 13th | 6-8pm
DDRB Gymnasium in St. Charles
gatewaydsa.org/social-activities

St. Louis Circle of Friends 
Saturday, January 10th | 1-3:30pm
Gateway DSA Headquarters
gatewaydsa.org/social-activities

St. Charles Circle of Friends 
Saturday, April 11th | 1-3:30pm
Community Living in O’Fallon
gatewaydsa.org/social-activities

Helping Hands Volunteer Club
Monthly on the 4th Thursday | 10am-1pm
Gateway DSA Headquarters
gatewaydsa.org/volunteer

Summer Planning Starts Now!
Winter break and the holiday season is over which 
means it’s time to start thinking about summer! 
Several camps begin accepting registrations at 
the beginning of the new year, and most fill up 
quickly. Vist the Recreation Council and BluePrint 
For Summer to get started on making your 
family’s plans.

blueprint4.com/stl
activities.recreationcouncil.org/summer



Team Fundraising Incentives!
RAISE $1,000 and receive a team support sign with team name!  (one 
per team)

RAISE $2,500 and receive an upgrade to a team banner (2’x4’) with 
your custom text on it!  (one banner per team)

RAISE $3,000 and receive an upgrade to a deluxe banner with cus-
tom text and a photo! (one banner per team)

RAISE $5,000 and receive a deluxe banner plus your team honoree 
will be featured in Gateway DSA marketing materials and social me-
dia campaigns during Down Syndrome Awareness Month in October!

RAISE $10,000 and receive a deluxe banner and a VIP tent at Step Up, 
which includes a 10x10 tent, table, chairs, signage, drinks and snacks. Tents will be placed in Team Tent 
Area in a prime location in the parking lot!

RAISE $15,000 and receive a deluxe banner, a VIP tent, and your team honoree will be featured on a bill-
board in the St. Louis Metro Area during Down Syndrome Awareness Month in October!

Raffle Incentives January-May!
Be sure to read your Team Captain emails as they come in!  We’ll be sending out reminders about these 
exciting fundraising incentives!

Personalize your team page and set a fundraising goal by February 21st and you’ll be entered to into a 
raffle to pick this year’s Step Up for Down Syndrome and Walk in the Ballpark t-shirt color!

Plan a third party fundraiser by March 19th and you’ll be entered to win an on-field starting line up spot at 
Walk in the Ballpark! (must schedule with Emily to be entered to win).

Raise $321 on 3/21 and you’ll be entered to win a personal photo shoot opportunity with one of our amaz-
ing photography partners!

Secure a $500+ Sponsor by April 18th and the company will receive a personalized team sign for their 
business. 

Start a Facebook Fundraiser by May 16th and you’ll be entered to win 4 Walk in the Ballpark Tickets AND 4 
tickets to Gateway DSA Night with the Grizzlies in July (exact date TBD).

Welcome Corporate Teams!
It’s easy to start a corporate team and earn sponsorship benefits!
Form a company team by visiting gatewaydsa.org/step-up and get your staff involved in fundrais-
ing!  Their efforts offset the company portion of the sponsorship and they get to come and enjoy the 
event.  Companies earn sponsorship benefits such as social media mentions, logo on event t-shirt 
and website, signage at events, and more!

Contact Emily Fisher for more information - emily@gatewaydsa.org | 314.833.7508

Getting Started...
Step Up for Down Syndrome is the LARGEST CELEBRATION of Down syndrome in the region, and raises 
about a third of our organization’s annual budget.  Donations from this event allow Gateway DSA to 
provide vital, life-changing programs and services to over 2,200 individuals with Down syndrome 
and their families throughout Eastern Missouri and Southern Illinois.

Step Up is an opportunity to support the organization you love, raise awareness in your community, 
and celebrate with your family and friends.  And we hope you’ll have a fun time getting creative! You 
can name your team after your loved one with Down syndrome, like “Brandon’s Buddies” or “Katie’s 
Krew”.  You can make a fun sign to carry in the awareness walk. You can even pick a spot in the 
grass to set up tents and chairs.

We can’t wait for this year’s BIRTHDAY PARTY theme celebrating DSA’s 50th Anniversary! You won’t 
want to miss this one-of-a-kind event on SUNDAY, JUNE 7TH FROM 9:00AM-12:30PM at the Upper 
Muny Parking Lot in Forest Park. 

STEP UP FOR DOWN SYNDROME 2026

For every $35 your team raises you’ll earn a Step Up t-shirt & wristband!

GATEWAYDSA.ORG/STEP-UP
STARTING A TEAM IS EASY! Registration on our website is simple.  
Just click the REGISTER button and follow the prompts to create 
your own team fundraising page and link!

STEP UP CELEBRATION - Your team will earn a t-shirt & wristband for 
every $35 you raise! Because this is a fundraising event, we 
recommend you set your fundraising goal based on how many 
team members plan to join you on June 7th! 

QUESTIONS? We’re happy to help! Call our office at 314.833.7508 or 
email emily@gatewaydsa.org.



TOP FUNDRAISING TEAMS EARN SPOTS ON 
THE FIELD AT BUSCH STADIUM!

If you’re looking for some motivation when setting your fundraising goals, check out these 
exciting incentives!  Your team honoree with Down syndrome has the chance to take the 

field before the Cardinals game!!

THE TOP 2 FUNDRAISING TEAMS with a team honoree 7+ years old - will head out to the 
pitcher’s mound and throw out the first pitch!

THE TOP 3-10 FUNDRAISING TEAMS with a team honoree 7+ years old - will earn a field spot 
in the starting lineup, will be introduced by the announcer, and will meet a Cardinals player!

THE TOP 5 FUNDRAISING TEAMS with a team honoree under 7 years old - will stand at home 
plate with one parent during the starting lineup ceremony.

WALK OFF WINNERS - Additional field slots are available for Walk in the Ballpark! For every 
$500 your team raises, you’ll earn an entry into the Walk off Raffle. A total of 3 additional 

field spots will be raffled off - 1 spot for team 
honorees 7+ years old and 2 spots for team honorees under 7.

Teams with more than one honoree must decide on how their fundraising total will be split before the field 
spots are determined and walk off winners are drawn.  Please contact our office for more information.

Walk in the Ballpark is our annual awareness walk held in the fall at Busch Stadium. 
This year’s game is scheduled for 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2026 

Festivities include a pre-game pep-rally inside Busch Stadium, awareness walk around the 
field before the game, and a ticket to the game to watch the Cardinals!

RAISE MONEY FOR STEP UP = EARN TICKETS TO WALK IN THE BALLPARK

The best way to get tickets to Walk in the Ballpark is to raise money for 
Step Up for Down Syndrome!

FOR EVERY $160 YOUR STEP UP TEAM RAISES, YOU’LL EARN 
1 TICKET PACKAGE TO WALK IN THE BALLPARK

Ticket packages include commemorative t-shirt, baseball game ticket, entrance to walk the 
warning track before the game, and access to the pre-game pep-rally inside the stadium.

Step Up teams earn ticket packages based on their total amount fundraised between now 
and Step Up for Down Syndrome on June 7th, 2026.

WALK IN THE BALLPARK 2026





VOLUNTEER
Gateway DSA is always looking for interns and volunteers to help with our day to day operations, 
as well as with events and programs.  Visit our website gatewaydsa.org/volunteer to see 
what opportunities we have available and to fill out the registration form. Or contact Volunteer 
Coordinator, Susannah Egley, at susannah@gatewaydsa.org or 314.833.7654

VEHICLE DONATION PROGRAM
Want to get rid of an old vehicle but don’t want to deal with selling it... fixing it... or junking it? 
Donate it to Gateway DSA! The donation process is safe and simple, and will benefit the lives of 
2,200+ individuals with Down syndrome! Find out more about donating your unwanted car, boat, 
motorcycle or RV... whether it runs or not! gatewaydsa.org/vehicle-donation 

GATEWAY DSA MERCH STORE
We have some great items in our merch store and all purchases go toward supporting Gateway 
DSA programs and services.  We have our signature 321 Roasting coffee beans, tumblers, hand-
painted mugs, annual Friends for All Season Calendar, t-shirts, sweatshirts, and more!  Check it out 
at gatewaydsa.org/merch

CALAMIA GIVING CIRCLE
Join the Calamia Giving Circle by making a gift of $5,000 or more to the Gateway Down Syndrome 
Association.  In honor of your gift, a plaque will be hung on our Giving Circle Wall. It’s donations like 
these that provide year-round services, supports, and programs for individuals with Down syndrome 
and their families in our community. 

ROSEMARIE BAUMGARTNER SOCIETY
When planning your estate and the legacy you’d like to leave, consider becoming a member of the 
Gateway DSA Rosemarie Baumgartner Society.  Gifts can be made from your IRA, will, or trust, and 
provide vital programs and supports for people with Down syndrome and their families now, and in 
the future. Contact Erin Suelmann for more information.  314.961.2504 or erin@gatewaydsa.org.

IRA ROLLOVER CONTRIBUTIONS
Did you know that money from an individual retirement account can be donated to charity? In fact, 
if you’ve reached the age where you need to take required minimum distributions (RMDs) from 
your traditional IRAs, you can avoid paying taxes on those funds by donating that money directly 
to charities of your choice. Monthly donations such as these are so valuable to nonprofits like 
Gateway Down Syndrome Association because they offer reliable income throughout the year. 
One of our valued volunteers and family members, Sara, offers why she has been contributing to 
Gateway DSA from her IRA account for some time,

“First of all I contribute to Gateway DSA because I am so impressed with the dedication 
and commitment of the staff and the board. I believe the money truly helps the families 
and the persons with Down syndrome. I grew up with a sibling who had Down syndrome 
and I am excited about the opportunities and possibilities for these persons today that 
Gateway DSA provides. I believe in contributing a portion of my income to my church and 
to organizations that I support. By having my financial institution send the money directly 
from my IRA to the organization, I do not pay income tax on that amount!” 

If you are interested in learning more about using your IRA as a charitable giving mechanism, speak 
with your tax professional or financial advisor! 

GET INVOLVED COMMUNITY GROUPS

 

Gateway DSA Community Groups provide events, information, resources, and emotional support for parents 
and friends of individuals with Down syndrome. Each group has its own personality and may be based on 

location, culture, native language, and/or the age group(s) they serve. Groups are open to all Gateway DSA 
members.  To learn more, contact the group manager, visit gatewaydsa.org, or follow along on facebook!

Alzheimer’s & Dementia Support Group
Serves: Families who are caring for a love 
one with Down syndrome that is experiencing 
memory challenges
Main Contact:  Makini Answisye
314.833.7586 | makini@gatewaydsa.org

Black Family Network
Serves: Black Families in Missouri and Illinois
Main Contact: Makini Anwisye 
314.833.7586 | makini@gatewaydsa.org

Conversations About Regression Group
Serves: Families who are caring for a loved one 
with Down syndrome experiencing regression
Main Contact: Makini Anwisye
314.833.7586 | makini@gatewaydsa.org

DADS St. Louis
Serves: Dads in Missouri and Illinois
Main Contact: Tony Sorocko 
314.393.8548 | dadsstl@outlook.com 

DS/ASD Dual Diagnosis Group
Serves: Families in Missouri and Illinois
Main Contact:  Linda Kamphorst 
314.833.8214 | linda@gatewaydsa.org
facebook.com/groups/ds.asd.greaterstl

Let’s Play! Group for Littles
Serves: Families in Missouri and Illinois with 
babies, toddlers, and children preK – grade 6
Main Contact: Abigail Bosslet 
314.833.7560 | abigail@gatewaydsa.org
facebook.com/groups/dsagslplaygroup

Let’s Hang Out! Group for Tweens
Serves: Families in Missouri and Illinois with kids 
in middle school through high school
Main Contact: Abigail Bosslet 
314.833.7560 | abigail@gatewaydsa.org
facebook.com/groups/409694348040354

Jefferson County Community Group
Serves: Jefferson County and surrounding areas
Main Contact: Abigail Bosslet
314.833.7560 | abigail@gatewaydsa.org

Metro-East Illinois Community Group
Serves: Belleville, O’Fallon, Shiloh, surrounding areas
Main Contact: Linda Kamphorst 
314.833.7560 | linda@gatewaydsa.org

Southern Illinois Community Group
Serves: Carbondale, Mt. Vernon, Marion, surrounding 
areas
Main Contact: Abigail Bosslet 
314.833.7560 | abigail@gatewaydsa.org 
facebook.com/SIDownSyndromeCommunityGroup

Heartland Community Group
Serves: Southeast Missouri
Main Contact: Claire Watson
573.334.5685 | heartland_cg@gatewaydsa.org 
facebook.com/heartlandDSA

Upstate Missouri Community Group
Serves: Kirksville, Brookfield, and surrounding areas
Main Contact: Abigail Bosslet
314.833.7560 | abigail@gatewaydsa.org
facebook.com/dscnemo

For a list of additional Down syndrome groups, 
visit gatewaydsa.org/community-groups

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS LOCATION BASED GROUPS

: 

OTHER LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS
Down Country
Serves: 50 mile radius of Hannibal, MO stretching 
across Missouri, Illinois, and Iowa.
Main Contact: Kate Dougherty
217.617.3568 | info@upatdowncountry.com
upatdowncountry.com

http://dsagsl.org/get-involved/volunteer
http://www.dsagsl.org/vehicle-donation


THANK YOUTHANK YOU  FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

GRANTS 
RECEIVED
Blues for Kids 

Cape County Board for 

Developmental Disabilities

Reinsurance Group of 

America (RGA)

Walmart Store 7072

Wayne C. Kaufmann 

Charitable Foundation  

THIRD PARTY 
FUNDRAISERS 
321 Fetch & The Vandeven Family

DADS St. Louis, Inc

Kindred Spirits Designs, LLC

Montgomery County R-II

Penn Station East Coast Subs

SiteOne Landscape Supply

St. Louis Community Foundation

The Factory at the District

White Castle Cares

END OF YEAR LEADERSHIP DONORS
We extend our heartfelt gratitude to our 2025 Leadership Donors, who 
launched our end-of-year campaign with a generous $50,000 matching 
gift. Their extraordinary commitment inspired our community to give and 
helped propel us toward our $100,000 goal. Thank you for being part of 
our Legacy of Love, and for helping us build a Future Without Limits.

"Alone we can do so little; together  we can do so much." — Helen Keller

Jay Ackerman, Ackerman Toyota

Russ & Lexy Austin

Steve Butz Family & Crawford-Butz 
& Associates Insurance Agency

C.A.P.S Inc.

Mary Suzanne & Fess Crockett

Jessica Crockwell

Susan Conrad, Eicon Partners

Richard & Elizabeth Hall

Lauri & Patrick Koster

Jeff & Amy Marvin

Michelle McClay

Marie & Thomas McKinlay

Natalie Morrison

Kent Schien

Carol Valenta

Patrick Williams

READY 2 WORK 
MARKETPLACE & CAFE

Dubuque Coffee Company

Flooring Systems, Inc.

Heartland Coca Cola

HoneyBee Vintage

Meastro Screen Printing

Merric Millwork and Seating

 

TIFFANY FIZER WITH WHITE CASTLE SHARES
Over the last 3 years, Tiffany Fizer, White Castle District Supervisor, has been a member of the Down 
Syndrome Association’s board of directors.  Since 2020 she has not only helped the organization raise nearly 
$100,000, but also donated thousands through in-kind donations to support Step Up for Down Syndrome, 
Trivia Night, and countless community events.

Tiffany leads 14 stores across St. Louis City, St. Louis County, and Jefferson County.  Her connection to the 
Down syndrome community came from getting to know the store manager at her Jefferson County White 
Castle location, who happens to have a child with Down syndrome. Tiffany explains,

“White Castle has always had a Castle Shares round-up program.  Our cashiers ask at checkout if 
customers would like to “Round Up” for a specific organization, and if the customer says yes, then we 
add their change to the total amount raised. When I learned about my store manager’s connection to the 
DSA, I knew we had to get involved!  Our model for fundraising is really a no-brainer.  White Castle gets to 
facilitate raising vital funds for great organizations.  Our customers feel great about contributing and it 
only costs them a bit of change.  And we build great relationships with the community!”

The DSA is so grateful for our amazing partnership with White Castle and for Tiffany’s dedication to our 
organization’s mission. Interested in planning a Third Party Fundraiser or Round Up Campaign?  Contact our 
Director of Special Events, Emily Fisher at 314-833-7508 or Emily@gatewaydsa.org.  
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