
MONDAY,
MAY 4
2026

A one of a kind fishing & golf experience at the beautiful 

Persimmon Woods Golf Club & Lakes
6401 Weldon Spring Road, Weldon Spring, MO 63304

Morning Fishing Derby to improve your golf score! Followed by 18 holes 
of great golf, prizes, food and beverages throughout the day. Cocktail 
and appetizers, live auction, inspiring program and awards to follow. 

Birdies and Bass 
Golf Tournament



7:30 AM
Fishing registration begins.

8:30-9:45 AM - Annual Fishing Derby!
This is the “Bass” portion of the day.  The Annual Fishing Derby begins in the 

Persimmon Woods Golf Club lakes with the help of our awesome anglers with 
Down syndrome.  For every fish your team catches, you’ll take 1/2 stroke off 

final golf score. 

9:00 AM
Golf registration opens

10:45 AM
“Birdies” portion of the day begins with putting contest, Dream Team Open-

ing Ceremony and shotgun start. Lunch provided on the course.

After Golf - 4:00 PM Program Begins
Cocktail reception with appetizers, inspirational presentation by special 

guest speaker, live and silent auction, awards presentation and gifts.

Hope to have you happily & safely on the road by 5:30 PM.

Schedule of Events

Donna Calamia, Chair 
Chris Canfield
Benjiman Kent
Bill Reichhardt

Janice Rifkin
Mike Roemerman
Jonathan Waldron

Loren Wims

Erin Suelmann- ED, GDSA
Emily Fisher -  GDSA
Patti LaBrott - GDSA

Thank You to the 2026 Birdies & Bass Committee



Thank You to the 2026 Birdies & Bass Committee

Gateway Down Syndrome Association serves over 2,200 individuals with 
Down syndrome of all ages, and their families, in the greater St. Louis region. 

Our Mission:
In 2026, the Gateway Down Syndrome Association (GDSA) celebrates its 50th 
Anniversary and our continued mission to serve, support, and celebrate the lives 
of individuals with Down syndrome and their families, through every stage of life. 

Our Vision: 
The vision of the GDSA is an inclusive community where all people with Down 
syndrome can achieve their full potential.

Our Programs: 
The GDSA serves over 2,200 individuals with Down syndrome of all ages in East-
ern Missouri and Southern Illinois. We offer new family support to parents who 
have received a pre- or post-natal diagnosis of Down syndrome. We connect 
families with mentors and community groups. We offer therapeutic and recre-
ational programming for individuals with Down syndrome as well as education 
and resources for caregivers. We work with educators and health professionals 
so that they may better serve our members and families. Staff and self-advo-
cates engage in policy and legislative advocacy at a local and national level to 
create better communities for people with disabilities. Our Ready to Work Em-
ployment Initiative helps individuals with Down syndrome find meaningful, inclu-
sive employment in the community. Finally, we aim to create a more inclusive and 
equitable world through awareness activities so that people with Down syn-
drome may learn, play, work and live like their peers and siblings. 

What is Down syndrome? 
Down syndrome is a genetic condition that causes delays in physical and cogni-
tive development. It occurs in approximately one in every 700 live births. Individ-
uals with Down syndrome have 47 chromosomes instead of the usual 46. It is the 
most frequently occurring chromosomal disorder. Down syndrome is not related 
to race, nationality, religion or socioeconomic status. With the right supports, 
people with Down syndrome can lead full, happy and productive lives!



$15,000 $10,000 $7,500 $5,500 $2,750 $2,500 $2,500 $2,000 $1,000 $500 $250
Included foursome(s) Four (4) 

foursomes
Three (3) 
foursomes

Three (3) 
foursomes

Two (2) 
four-

somes

One (1) 
foursome

Dinner 
for four 

(4)

Dinner 
for four 

(4)

One (1) 
four-
some

Dinner 
for two 

(2)

Custom Birdies & Bass golf 
shoes for each player

Opportunity to speak 
during cocktail reception

Pre-loaded beverages and 
snacks in cart

Opportunity for company 
to be interviewed by one 
of our friends with Down 
syndrome  for “The Scoop” 
video, the GDSA YouTube 
video series.

Reserved VIP seating at 
reception

Sixteen 
(16) seats

Twelve  
(12) seats

Twelve  
(12) seats

Eight (8) 
seats

Recognition on 2026 digital 
Wall of Support in GDSA 
office

Logo & link on GDSA 
“Valued Partners” webpage

Video message and digital 
logo on golf Visage screen

 
Logo only

 
Logo only

Sponsor plaque to proudly 
display in your office

Recognition in e-newslet-
ters to over 9,000 followers

Social media posts to over 
13,500 followers over 3 
platforms

Twen-
ty-Four 

(24) posts

Eighteen 
(18) posts

Fifteen 
(15) posts

Twelve 
(12) 
posts

Six (6) 
posts

Logo on event banner

Logo in event program Full page 
ad

Half page 
ad

Quarter 
page ad

Logo only Logo only Logo 
only

Logo 
only

Logo 
only

Logo 
only

Logo & link on Birdies & 
Bass event webpage

Signs along course Six (6) 
signs

Four (4) 
signs

Three (3) 
signs

Two (2) 
signs

One (1)
sign

Two (2) 
signs at 
Putting 
Green

Two (2) 
signs at 
Fishing 
Green

Signage 
on drink 

cart 
or at 

dinner

Signage 
on snack 

cart

One 
(1)
sign

Tickets to the 2026 Walk in 
the Ballpark event at Busch 
Stadium on September 
20th

Four (4)  
Suite  

Tickets

Two (2) 
Suite 

Tickets

Six (6) GA 
Tickets

Four (4)  
GA  

Tickets

Two (2) 
GA  

Tickets

Two (2)  
GA  

Tickets

Two (2)  
GA  

Tickets

Two (2)  
GA  

Tickets

Verbal recognition at  
tournament

DIAMOND 
SPONSOR

PLATINUM 
SPONSOR

Sponsorship Opportunities
GOLD 

SPONSOR
SILVER 

SPONSOR
FISHING 
TOURNEY

BENEFAC-
TOR FOUR-

SOME

DRINK 
CART OR 
DINNER

PRESENTING 
SPONSOR

PUTTING 
CONTEST

POP-UP  
TREAT

HOLE 
SPON-
SOR

www.gatewaydsa.org/golf

Sponsorship Commitment Form
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Thank you for your support! 
Please e-mail this form to Erin Suelmann at erin@gatewaydsa.org, 

mail this form and payment to: 
Gateway Down Syndrome Association

1201 Hanley Industrial Ct, Ste. A, St. Louis, MO 63144
or register online at www.gatewaydsa.org/golf *fees may apply*

Sponsorship Commitment Form

Enclosed is a check payable to Gateway Down Syndrome Association

Please select this box if an invoice is needed

Please complete the form below and indicate at which level 
you would like to support this event and the GDSA! 

You may also sign up at www.gatewaydsa.org/golf  *fees may apply*

DATE: ________________ COMPANY NAME: __________________________________________

CONTACT PERSON & TITLE: _________________________________________________________

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________

CITY: ____________________________________ STATE: ________ ZIP: ___________

PHONE: ___________________________EMAIL: ______________________________________

Our company would like to make the following commitment:

Presenting Sponsor - $15,000
Diamond Sponsor - $10,000
Platinum Sponsor - $7,500
Gold Sponsor - $5,500
Silver Sponsor - $2,750
Putting Contest - $2,500
Fishing Tournament - $2,500

Sponsorship Opportunities

Dinner Sponsor - $1,000
Drink Cart Sponsor - $1,000
Benefactor Foursome - $2,000
Snack Cart Sponsor - $500
Hole Sponsor - $250
Foursome - $1,500

Sponsorship Opportunities


